
RICHMOND BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 – Town Hall, 1259 State Road 

 

PRESENT:  Louise Maron, Chair; Peter Cohen; Fred Schubert; Andrew Fisher; John 

Olander, Health Agent; Phyllis LeBeau, Recording Secretary; Anthony Segal 

GUEST: Emilie Jarrett, Director-Community Health Association 

 

REVIEW MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: Louise Maron asked that the 

identification of the Health Alliance be clarified by adding Berkshire to Public Health 

Alliance (BPHA). That correction will be made. Andy Fisher moved that the minutes be 

accepted as corrected. The motion was seconded by Peter Cohen and carried by unanimous 

vote. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Emergency Preparedness Reports from the CDC: Emilie Jarrett printed out templets 

on various issues of emergency preparedness from the CDC website for the group.  She 

also distributed information from the Delville Institute for Emergency Preparedness on 

free trainings they offer in cooperation with Boston University. (See attached)  

She reported that at the Berkshire County Board of Health dinner she attended, Sandra 

Martin had mentioned that they have ongoing trainings and simulated disaster events 

happening throughout the County. She noted that Tom Grizey, the Emergency Manager 

for Richmond, attends many of these drills and conducts the ones out of Pittsfield. She 

suggested that he be invited to one of the Board of Health meetings to discuss what goes 

on at these mock events and trainings. Peter Cohen expressed an interest in attending one 

of those drills. 

Emilie noted that she will be unable to attend the next meeting of the BOH in June. She 

suggested Louise explore with Tom a subsequent meeting he might be available for that 

Emilie would also be attending.  

A training that Emilie is planning to attend, provided by the Foundations for Local Public 

Health Practice: Tools Needed to Get the Job Done. (See attached) They deal with 

Emergency Preparedness, Environmental Outbreaks, etc. 

 



Emilie will be attending the Massachusetts Public Health Nurses’ Conference tomorrow to 

hear their information on the opioid situation. She will update this Board at the next 

meeting she attends. They will probably also address the issue of tick-borne illnesses as 

they have a lot of information to share.  

She also attended the Adult Immunization Conference from the Department of Public 

Health last week. It consisted mostly of updating of immunization schedules for vaccines 

for adults. They are developing a new shingles vaccine, which is anticipated to have an 

effectiveness rating somewhere in the 90’s. It still needs FDA approval. The conference also 

provided an update on the outbreak of mumps that occurred in Boston and noted that the 

flu is still happening. They are going to review the mumps vaccine at their meeting in 

Atlanta to see about increasing its effectiveness since the mumps outbreak was among 

children who had been vaccinated. There was a general desire expressed at that meeting to 

educate the public to remain up to date on all vaccinations. That education really should 

happen in the doctor’s office, but indications are this is not happening on a regular basis. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Upcoming Lectures: Louise announced the following upcoming lectures: 

State of Tobacco in Berkshire County – Berkshire Athanaeum-5/9/17-2-3:30. A discussion 

of what the talk would likely cover followed the announcement. The consensus was it 

would most likely be about usage in Berkshire County and perhaps about some of the laws 

concerning advertising of tobacco products. It was noted that a group out of Children’s 

Hospital is working to get the age at which you can sell tobacco products increased from 

18 to 21.  

Update Dirty Wood Stoves – A rebate of up to $1,750 is available for replacement.  

Central County Rx/Heroin Workgroup at the Lanesboro Town Hall on 4/19/17 from 9:00 to 

11:00 AM. This is an ongoing group. No one on the BOH is involved there. 

Mass. Assn. of Health Boards has a Facebook group you can join. The Board had attended 

their orientation session in Lee. 

Email Announcements: 

Common Ground Newsletter – a monthly newsletter dealing with public health issues.  

Announcement of a new Town Clerk, Marie Y. Ryan – Marie works late afternoons and 

Saturday mornings as Richmond Town Clerk. She is the full-time Town Clerk for the town 



of Great Barrington. Marie’s introductory email to the Board contained a request for the 

members to fill out the Open Meeting Law and Conflict of Interest forms and take the 

online test that is required by State law. (see attached). An explanation of how to access 

the test was provided. 

 

Agent’s Report and Mail: (See attached) John Olander reviewed the items on the report. 

John reported on a seminar he attended on Illegal Entry. A question was raised concerning 

differences in the procedure for Assessors as opposed to Building Inspectors. John advised 

that you cannot go around to the back of the house, whereas Fred Shubert recalled that, 

when he was an Assessor, they were permitted access all around the house to assess the 

value. Fred will bring the question of this difference to Mark Pruhenski, the Town 

Administrator for clarification.  

John showed the Board an advertisement he received by mail from a private company 

offering to spray against mosquitos and ticks. There was a discussion of the advisability of 

private spraying and whether it is even legal. Louise noted that there is a company available 

on line called Mighty No Bitey that can protect against mosquitos and ticks using 

homeopathic products.  

 

There being no further business before the Board, Fred Schubert moved that the meeting 

be adjourned. Peter Cohen seconded that motion and it was carried by unanimous vote. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, June 5th.  

    

 

 


